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    Grading Guidelines for Film Studies 
Fall 2016
All students in FILM STUDIES are expected to:

1) WATCH the films shown in class.  Not all of them will be to your taste, but there will be things to learn from each.  You must be present in class, and you must pay attention.  (Since make-up viewings will be difficult or sometimes impossible to arrange, attendance is essential.)
2) WRITE about the films you watch.  That will mainly consist of 

a) short, one-page “Review Sheets”, normally written in class; and/or
b) one page “Journal Entries”, normally written at home.  These will tend to focus on one particular aspect of the film you have just seen.
3) TALK about the films you watch.  In addition to the films we view in class, this will include oral reports on movies that you have seen outside of class.
4) READ a chapter a week from the textbook (Making Movies, by Sidney Lumet), and take a short weekly quiz on the readings.  
5) PROCURE a 1½” three-ring binder, in which you will collect your Review Sheets, Journal Entries, Quizzes and Chapter notes.  You must bring the notebook to class everyday, and sometimes leave it here for me to grade.
6) RETURN this sheet to class, NO LATER THAN NEXT MONDAY, with the signature of a parent or guardian allowing you to view R-rated movies (see reverse).

Grades will be comprised of the following:

Reading Quizzes (30%) – Each week a chapter from Making Movies will be assigned.  Quizzes (written short answer) will be given on Tuesday.  All quizzes are open note.  You will be given in advance a list of topics to search for in each chapter.

Reviews & Journals (60%) – After each film, the student will either fill out in class a “Review Sheet”, or write a short (one page or so) journal entry.   The journal may be a response to a designated question, or may be original insight focusing on an area of particular interest – plot or character, a favorite scene, technical concerns, etc. – to the student.


Class Participation (10%) – This includes active viewing of all films, as well as class discussion.  Class participation includes listening to and responding to other students, always in a respectful manner.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS about Film Studies
Q:  Do we have to watch movies in black and white?

A:  Absolutely, so get used to it, or get on your way down to guidance.   But just wait till you see what Michael Curtiz does with shadows and fog in Casablanca, or what Hitchcock can do with water and light in Rebecca!
Q:  Will we have to watch any silent films?

A:  Charlie Chaplin’s City Lights is one of my all-time favorites.  And then sometimes I like to show the classic German expressionist film, Metropolis.

Q:  Will we see anything modern?

A:  Oh, sure.  Some of the films (a few) may even have been made in this century.  

Q:  Transformers: Age of Extinction?

A:  No.  Most likely anything that more than a handful of you have seen, we won’t be seeing in class.  The whole point is to educate you about movies that you don’t know.
Q:  Will we be seeing any R-rated movies?

A:  That depends.  In accordance with school policy, you will have to have the bottom half of this sheet signed by a parent or guardian and returned to me by Friday, August 29th.
ATTENTION PARENTS!


Since Film Studies is limited to juniors and seniors, and since we cover modern as well as historically important films, the curriculum of the course features R-rated films.  The last time I offered this course, the following films were included: Apocalypse Now, Bladerunner, Courage Under Fire, Diner, Easy Rider, The Godfather, Lone Star, Mad Max, Sophie’s Choice, and The Sweet Hereafter.  

Most often, these films have been rated R for language.  Sometimes they have earned the rating due to violence.  (In that case, the overall impact of the violence is to condemn violence.)  In some rare instances there may be a short scene featuring nudity.  In those cases, I resort to the “modesty screen” – much to the derision and displeasure of my classes.

These have in the past been some of our most popular and engaging selections.  However, if you feel that such content would be inappropriate for your student, please contact Guidance as soon as possible to switch classes.  


If your student is going to remain, you will need to sign below and this sheet must be returned to class.  As the curriculum changes somewhat from semester to semester, the movies shown may include, but perhaps not be limited to, the titles mentioned above.  If you would like to be informed of any R-rated movies that will be shown that have not been listed above, please include a current email address.

Jim MacArthur (jmacarthur@tolland.k12.ct.us)

NAME OF STUDENT:  









PARENT SIGNATURE:  







CURRENT EMAIL:  









